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Many life-course studies investigate the relationships between trajectories and covariates or
later-life outcomes, for instance, how educational pathways differ by social origin, or how
work and family trajectories are associated with poor health at old age. Such relationships
are difficult to study because trajectories contain several theoretically meaningful aspects
that may reveal distinct inequality patterns or lead to different outcomes: the timing of
situations, their duration, and their sequencing. However, different methods might highlight
distinct between-group differences and value parsimony differently. Therefore, a key
methodological choice needs to be made.

This keynote presents and compares four complementary approaches providing different
levels of detail on the association: single trajectory indicators, sequence analysis, feature
extraction and selection, and mixed-method case selection. The discussion highlights the
key role of validation, the added value of integrating qualitative data, and the need to capture
atypical and off-track trajectories, which tend to be overlooked by standard approaches
despite their theoretical relevance. The approaches are illustrated with applications from
educational and residential trajectories, and the talk assumes no prior familiarity with
sequence analysis.



